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2006 Tartan Day President’s Message 
 
How things have changed considerably in the world of Scottish culture.   As many of you 
know most of the dates we celebrate throughout the calendar year (Saint Andrew’s Day 
and Robbie Burns Day) have come from Scotland.  Even the concept of Highland Games 
has been passed down from Scotland through the years to Scottish Societies around the 
world.   
 
However a change in the tide  started a few years ago and has continued of recent with 
the announcement on December 1, 2005.  Scotland’s parliament announced Scotland 
would join Canada, United States, Australia and New Zealand in celebrating Tartan Day.   
The December 1, 2005 announcement from Scotland laid out this year’s grand 
celebrations that would include a gala dinner in Angus where the original ‘Declaration of 
Arbroath’ was signed and will mark the first time Scotland will celebrate an important 
Scottish date that was actually  recognized  around the world  before Scotland decided to 
pay tribute to the date.  

 
The credit for establishing Tartan Day in Canada goes to Mrs 
Jean Watson of Nova Scotia. Her untiring efforts to have the 
Scots' contribution to Canadian history officially 
recognised bore fruit when the Clans & Scottish Societies of 
Canada supported her idea, This led to the Ontario M.P.P. 
William Murray to place a Private Member’s Bill before the 
Ontario Legislature, to adopt Tartan Day in Ontario, which 
was passed, unanimously on 19th December 1991, Other 
provinces and the Yukon Territories passed similar 
resolutions and by 2000 all, except Quebec and 
Newfoundland, had adopted 6th April as Tartan Day. 
 
Here, in New Brunswick, Tartan Day has been celebrated since 1993. On December 
11th, 1992, a resolution was introduced in the New Brunswick Legislative 
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Assembly at Fredericton by Georgie Day, MLA for Kings Centre. The following 
April 6th, it was proclaimed that April 6th of that year, and each year thereafter, 
would be known in New Brunswick as Tartan Day, a day on which to remember and 
appreciate the contributions made to Canada and to New Brunswick by Scottish 
immigrants and their descendants. 

  
Why then was 6th of  April chosen? On that date in 1320, at 
Arbroath Abbey in Angus on the north east coast of 
Scotland, the nobles, barons and freeholders, together 
with the 'community of the realm of Scotland,' signed a letter 
addressed to Pope John XXII, asking him to recognise the 
country’s independence from England following the Battle 
of Bannockburn in 1314.  

 
As far as we can tell no one has (yet) attempted a comprehensive study of the 
impact Scots have had on Canada but there is no doubt that it has been considerable. 
Scots integrated into the culture of their new country and contributed to many all 
aspects of society. Curiously they rarely have been vocal about their endeavours. 
While Scottish 'Clannishness' is often commented upon in celebrating their culture 
they are frequently overlooked, especially as an ethnic group in their own right. 
Perhaps this is because of the multicultural mixture of Canada. It is perhaps also 
partly a consequence of the fact that they have been part of the culture for so long 
that they are now 'taken for granted'. Unfortunately, Scots are normally included in 
the 'English' ethic population by officialdom thereby submerging the Scots in 
another quite different ethic grouping. This lack of clarity in defining who the Scots 
are has meant that there no accurate statistics as to how many people of Scots 
descent there actually are in any particular country. There are only estimates. 
 
 
Finally I would like to remind everyone that the largest and grandest of Tartan  Day 
celebrations  in New Brunswick this year will be the Celtic Gala scheduled to take place 
on April 8th  The event sponsored by the Friends of the Games and is the official launch 
of the 25th New Brunswick Highland Games is scheduled to begin at 6:00 PM at the 
Fredericton Motor Inn in the grand ball room with dinner to be served at 7:00 PM.  There 
will be a silent and live auction the same night.  Tickets are $60.00.   We encourage all 
our members to get out and help support the event and have a great time.  It is a great 
way to mark the beginning of spring.   
 
Happy Tartan Day everyone! 
 


